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What is Advocacy? 
How Can it Help Us Achieve Our Goal?



What is Advocacy? 
• The act of supporting a cause, idea or policy and 

convincing the right people of its importance and 
the need to act on it

• An essential tool for changing practices and polices 

• Advocates use their voices to share ideas, persuade
others and create change 



How to be an Effective Advocate
d

Determine the best messengers and channels through which to 
reach your target audience

• Who are the most compelling 
voices? Scientists? Parents? 
Doctors? 

• What is the best way to reach 
them? 

• The more contacts you can make, 
the better; message repetition 
matters 

• Partner with others to amplify 
your efforts, the more voices you 
have, the louder you will be



Major cause of mortality among 
children under 5 years, 2000-2010

2000   9.6 million 2010   7.6 million

Source: Li, Liu, at  all  “Global, Regional, and National Causes of Child Mortality: An Updated Systematic Analysis for 2010 
with Time Trends Since 2000.”
The Lancet 379, no. 9832 (June 9, 2012): 2151–2161.



Rotavirus: a virus that hits all regions 
and almost all children rich or poor

Never to be taken for Granted…
Common , Severe , Devastating , Preventable



CHILD ADVOCACY  - A PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP (PPP) 
WHO  :  Control of Diarrheal Disease (CDD) and IMCI
Association of Philippine Medical Schools (APMC)
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH EPI Program
PHILIPPINE FOUNDATION FOR VACCINATION 
Pediatric  Societies and Other Medical Societies

LEGISLATION – Working with Policy Makers
Position Papers
Participation in Congressional Hearings 
Immunization Act :  A law to Increase Vaccine Coverage

COMMUNICATION and MEDIA  NETWORKING 
Press Conferences

Advocacy Training  with Media
Regional and District Training

THE PHILIPPINE EXPERIENCE
1985-2012



Rotavirus Peak Incidence in the Philippines





Burden of rotavirus hospitalization in 
children aged <5 years in the Philippines

• Multi-centre surveillance study in hospitals and clinics between January 

2005 and December 2006

• Of the 128 samples that were G and P typed, 98% belonged to the 

common strains G3P[8], G2P[4] and G1P[8]

RV, rotavirus; RVGE, rotavirus gastroenteritis

Carlos, et al. J Infect Dis 2009; 200: S174–81. 

The incidence of each clinical outcome was determined based on data from three townships. These data were extrapolated to 

estimate the national burden of RV disease

Level of health 
care required

Annual incidence of RVGE 
cases (per 100,000 children)

Number of RV-attributable 
events per year

Cumulative risk of RV 
disease by 5 years of age

Hospitalisation 281 31,498 1 in 72

ED visit 451 50,565 1 in 44

Clinic visit 755 84,590 1 in 26

Peak age of onset : 3 to 5 months



Scientists as Advocates

No one knows this issue 
better, you are the 

experts

The most compelling 
messengers are 

passionate and invested 
in an issue

Your job is to be credible 
and unbiased -- that’s 

just what decision 
makers are looking for



• Serve as CREDIBLE voices for the value 
of vaccines and RECRUIT other 
advocacy voices

- WHO-DOV 2011



MEDIA & PUBLIC INFORMATION





FIRST Asian Vaccine Conference: 
Siem Reap Declaration 2009



Siem Reap Declaration 2009 in ASVAC
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Engaging All Levels and Partners
• To keep immunisation high on the global health and development 

agendas
• To support continued funding to Gavi and to countries
• To ensure  focus on equity and coverage: “reaching every child”

Global level

• For introduction of new vaccines
• To  strengthen the immunisation system throughout the country
• Guaranteeing adequate budget and financing for immunisation
• Put policies & practices in place to ensure each child is immunised

National level

• To make sure new and existing vaccines get to every community 
and child

• Oversee that global and national funding to strengthen 
immunisation systems is used well

Provincial/ 
regional level

• To encourage and support strengthening of the local health 
system

• Work to gain access to and uptake of vaccines by all members of 
the community and every child

District & 
community level

Advocacy for immunisation and vaccines is critical at all levels

http://advocacy.vaccineswork.org/



CHALLENGES FOR 
Vaccine Advocates 
• Inform and Engage  Opinion 

Leaders and Policy Makers

• Create Incentives

• Build Advocacy Capacity



• Face-to-face advocacy with members of Congress
• Involvement of Minister of Health (MOH) authorities
• Provide all actors with powerful information
• Build up ownership
• Pursue public commitment: MOH and legislative 

authorities
• Establishment of a legal (mandated) framework
• Encourage new financial schemes (“new fiscal space”) 

through health-system reform 

Political Networking





Bill Gates’ World Health Assembly address 
17 May, 2011

The case for rotavirus (RV) vaccination 
(as part of the “Decade of Vaccines”)

Photograph from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bill_Gates_in_WEF_,2007.jpg
Address by Mr Bill Gates to the Sixty-fourth World Health Assembly, Geneva, Switzerland, 17 May 2011. Available at: 
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA64/A64_DIV6-en.pdf [accessed Aug 2011]

“...In the US, children don’t die from diarrhoea... 
It was sobering to realize that 
the innovation and healthcare 
that we took for granted were 
not available for everyone...”

“..billions of people are deprived 
of these benefits, it made 

me angry...one intervention 
in particular stands out:

VACCINES...”“...Repeated intestinal 
infections stunt children’s 
growth and reduce their 
cognitive development... Healthy people can drive thriving economies. As 
we free billions of people from this burden of sickness we will unleash more 
human potential than ever before...”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bill_Gates_in_WEF_,2007.jpg
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA64/A64_DIV6-en.pdf




 : 
THEY CANNOT SPEAK FOR 

THEMSELVES

But WE can speak for them


